22 April 2005
ESJOT GROUP ANNOUNCES NEW APPOINTMENTS

World leading safety toe cap brand ESJOT continues to go from strength to strength as
the world’s Nol manufacturer and supplier of metallic safety components to the
footwear industry.

With significant investment from the Esjot Group’s parent company, Texon International
Group Ltd, Esjot are seeking to increase its manufacturing capabilities, currently in
France, Germany and lItaly, and build sales by further strengthening the Esjot Group as
a truly global safety components supplier.

Esjot Group has announced the recent appointments of Giampaolo Civatti as Global
Sales Director and John Sprague as Technical Sales Manager for the Americas region.

Giampaolo Civatti has been an integral part of Texon for many years and brings a
wealth of footwear industry expertise and sales management experience to the Esjot
Group. John Sprague joins the Esjot Group, after many years in the safety boot market,
to strengthen the existing Texon and Esjot sales force in Canada, U.S.A. and South
America. He will also provide valuable support to the American and Asia brand sales
teams.

Divisional Managing Director of Esjot Group, Jim Wainwright said, “Esjot Group have
some ambitious and exciting plans to take advantage in the growing demand for safety
components within the footwear industry. We are investing in facilities, machinery and
people to ensure the Esjot brand remains the world’s leading producer and distributor of
safety toe caps and midsoles”.



